Stewardship Versus Ownership

Bible Passage: And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to
Abram, and said unto him, | am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And
I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And
Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is
with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. Neither shall thy name any more be
called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have | made
thee. And | will make thee exceeding fruitful, and | will make nations of thee, and kings shall
come out of thee. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after
thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed
after thee. And | will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a
stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | will be their God.
(Genesis 17:1-8)

Introduction:

L Is Not Ownership
And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in

the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh
had commanded. (Genesis 47:11)

IL. The
a. ByHis
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)

of Ownership

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:”
(Colossians 1:16)

“.. because he hath said, The river is mine, and | have made it.” (Ezekiel
29:9)

b. By His
“And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the
mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the

IIL.

children of Israel; Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how |
bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself. Now therefore,
if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine:”
(Exodus 19:3-5)

“Who hath prevented me, that | should repay him? whatsoever is under
the whole heaven is mine.” (Job 41:11)

“If I were hungry, |1 would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the
fulness thereof.” (Psalm 50:12)

By His
(Deuteronomy 28:58-68)

By His
“And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a
great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them along the way that goeth up
to Bethhoron, and smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. And it
came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down
to Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon

them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with
hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.
Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up
the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of
Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of
Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had
avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of
Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go
down about a whole day.” (Joshua 10:10-13)

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had
by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high;” (Hebrews 1:3)

By His Purchase

“What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own. For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God’s.” (I Corinthians 6:19-20)

The of Stewardship

a.

Our dependence on God



“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover
whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called,
them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be
against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us
all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” (Romans
8:28-32)

The of God
“He must increase, but | must decrease.” (John 3:30)
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