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The Christmas season is Upon Us
for family, shopping, and merriment. At church, we sing
“Joy to the World” and songs %ﬂt tell us that we shoulc

By Dr. Rick Bickelhaupt, GBc

rejoice. Scripture repeatedly makes use of this tern
throughout the Bible. In fact, the Word of God
mentions the word rejoice 183 times, rejoiced 45 times,
and rejoicing 28 times. But what does it mean to rejoice?

A closer look into this term brings to light some basic
truths. Notice that the word begins with the prefix re-.
According to Webster’s 1828 Dictionary, this prefix
means. return, repetition, iteration, it relates the idea
of “bringing back,” or something done “again.”
Studying the root of the word reveals what we are to
be bringing back: joy/ When we rejoice, we bring back
the joy that once was. In Matthew 2:10, the wise men,
“When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding
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Jid the wise men have their joy come
onsider three reasons.

. ed because their long and difficult

These magi were from a distant land.
kcontext their journey may have
ears. Bible scholars believe that these
the East could have traveled from as
dia or Pakistan. Additionally, this journey
ed during the night as stars are not usually
ing the daytime. If this were the case, travel
ave been difficult, hazardous, and slow. The
nen rejoiced because their hard journey had
successfully, leading them to the One whom
were seeking—The Christ-child.

cond, they rejoiced because their journey through
the darkness was over. The Prophet Isaiah prophesied
concerning Christ, and said, “The people that walked
in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in
the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the
light shined,” (Isaiah 9:2). There, the wise men were
able to personally behold the Light of the world, (John
8:12). John 1:14 says: “And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth.” It is no wonder the wise men rejoiced;
they beheld God’s glory when they saw the star
illuminating over the Christ-child. Their journey
through darkness had ended.

see “Rejoice,” p. 2
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Third, they rejoiced because they personally met the object (the Person) _|!7 CONTENDER
of their worship. Matthew 2:11 says: “And when they were come into the

house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down,

and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they The Earneft COfnéenderés p{.irlt'ecdhquirteﬂﬁ
H H . H . H as a ministry o race baptis urcn.
presented unto h/m_g/fts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” This verse Srticles for The Earmest Contender should
revea_ls that the wise men came to a h_ouse, not a manger. It also be submitted no later than the 20th of every
describes Christ as a “young child,” not an infant. Additionally, when the Oﬁ'd montg' Al arlticlsesbar_e .subjeﬁt tlg
H H H Cchange and approval. ubmissions snou
wise men entered the hogse, thgy bowed and worshipped Chrlst, not be sent to graceohoh@gmail.com i MS
Mary. They presented Christ their treasures as an act of worship. Word format. Donations are accepted to
minimize pri_nting alnd publishing costs.
Matthew’s account of the wise men should serve as a reminder that PSR SHLSHILS CIOIERNES 19 (SR B
hardships and darkness often accompany us on our life’s journey.
Regardless, we ought not to forget the joy that awaits us at our journey’s PO BOX 69
end. This Christmas, let us rejoice! The Savior has come.o 325 S. TOUSSAINT-PORTAGE RD.

OAK HARBOR, OH 43449

THE GBC CHOIR & DRAMA TEAM PRESENT
EDITOR Jeremy Bickelhaupt

C H RI S I MAS LAYOUT/DESIGN Jeremy Bickelhaupt
A T H O M E ASSISTANT EDITOR .... Shauna Bickelhaupt

A RON & SHELLY HAMILTON CANTATA

CONTRIBUTING ARTICLES:
Richard Bickelhaupt, Jeremy Bickelhaupt

DECEMBER 22, 2024
6:00 PM

WAYS TO

GIVE TO GBC

CHRISTMAS OFFERING

As winter approaches, we're facing increased heating costs for our Q Mail in your tithes and offering to
expansive 21,000 square-foot facility. This year's Christmas offering will 525 5 Loussaint Portage Rd
go directly towards offsetting these expenses. Your donation, big

or small, will make a real difference. To donate, please visit
tithe.ly or drop a check or cash into the offering plate. Be sure
to designate your gift either online or by using the Christmas
envelope from your tithe box.

2 Give online today at:

Drop your tithe envelope in the offering plate today!
Use our numbered envelope system:
Boxes located in the main lobby
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AVOIDING THE PITFALLS
THAT LEAD TO A
SHRINKING HEART

by Jeremy Bickelhaupt, Editor

The holiday season, a time meant to uplift spirits, can often
devolve into a chaotic frenzy. The relentless cycle of party
planning, decorating, baking, and shopping can transform
even the most cheerful individual into a modern-day
Grinch. While we chuckle at Dr. Seuss's light-hearted,
nonsensical tale of that mean-spirited, green, fuzzy-
fingered Whoville menace who owned a heart two sizes
too small, the Grinch wasn't the first to plot against the
Christmas spirit. The Bible, in Matthew 2, introduces us to
an earlier, more sinister Grinch: King Herod. His desire to
eliminate the infant Jesus reveals a heart consumed by
fear and envy, a spirit that sought to steal the joy and hope
of Christmas.

Let’s delve into Matthew’s account of Christ’s birth and
uncover ways to avoid the pitfalls that lead to a shrinking
heart. Those pitfalls include:

BAD ATTITUDES

Herod’s attitude toward the arrival of Christ was one of
jealousy. Matthew 2:3 tells us that Herod was “troubled”
when the wise men inquired about the Savior. His fear of
someone usurping his kingly authority caused Herod to
have a negative outlook. In contrast, we need to look to
the wise men’s example—they maintained a positive spirit.
Consider that they had to travel from afar. Dr. John R. Rice
says that Bible scholars believe they traveled from the
area of ancient Babylon—a difficult journey of about 600
miles! Yet, they did so with joy and a giving attitude! How
is your attitude during the holiday season? Do you focus
on yourself and worry about how the festivities affect
you? Let’s be like the wise men and focus on the joy of
giving!

o
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LYING & DECEITFUL WORDS

In verses 7-8, Herod lied to the magi, telling them he wished
to know where this Child was so he too could go and
worship Him. His true intention of killing the Babe is
revealed in verse 13, as an angel warns Joseph and Mary to
flee to Egypt. Conversely, we can learn from the wise men
by being honest. In verse 2, the magi revealed their true
intentions—they informed Herod that they came to seek
and worship the new King. Knowing full well that stating
this intention of theirs would likely strike a jealous chord
with Herod, they did so anyway. During the Christmas
season, let’s be honest about the reason for the season.
Let’s be truthful with our children and neighbors in
declaring our worship of the Savior!

ANGRY REACTIONS

Herod had instructed the gift-bearing travelers to return to
him with news of where the Infant was, but after finding
and presenting gifts to the Christ-child, God warned them
in a dream not to return to Herod. In verse 16, the

king’s wrath boiled over, and he reacted by
ordering the deaths of all the infants
under 2 years old throughout the
region. To contrast Herod’s angry
reactions, we can again turn to the
wise men’s example. In verses 9-10,
we see that they followed the star
and rejoiced when they found Jesus.
Herod desired to distract the magi from
their purpose, but in these verses, we find
them faithful and happily obedient,
following the illuminating star. It’s easy
to become distracted by the frenzy of
the holidays, but let’s be mindful to
keep our eyes focused on Christ, our
llluminated Purpose for celebrating
Christmas!
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